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Alioto  & Centoni  Restoration  and  Development,  a design-build 
firm,  is  comfortable  working  in  a broad  range  of  residential  styles- 
from  period  to  contemporary.  Specializing  in  a complete  set  of 
client  services  for  small  remodels  to  whole  house  renovations. 

Our  experienced  team  delivers  optimal  return  on  client  invest- 
ments, reducing  the  complexity  of  residential  development  while 
maximizing  the  functionality  and  comfort  of  an  owner's  home. 

Our  Restoration  and  Development  Services  include: 


Design  Development 

• Floor  Plans 

• Kitchen/Bath  Design 

• Whole  House  Interiors 

Pre-Construction  Management 

Project  Management 
Building  Permit  Processing 

Interior  Construction 

• Kitchen  Renovations 

• Bathroom  Renovations 

Exterior  Construction 
Makeovers 


Windows  and  Doors 

• Energy  & Sound  Efficient 
Solutions 

• Custom  Wood  and  Vinyl 

• Custom  Wood  Clad  and 
Fiberglass 

Specialized  Restoration  & 
Development  Projects 

• Whole  house  remodels 

• Room  Additions 

• Basement  Conversions 


415.681.2340 


www.aliotocentoni.com 


General  Contractor  #937583 


Maximize  the  Storage  Capability  of  Your  Historical  Home 

Without  compromising  its  historical  look 


- Handcrafted  Cabinetry  and  Furniture 

- Historical  Home  Renovations 

- Nook  and  Corner  Spaces 


- Architectural  Woodworking 

- Contemporary  Remodeling 
- Design  and  Consulting  Service 


www.sjsallinger.com 


(415)  350-9927 
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BRILLIANT  PRESENTATIONS 


Architectural  Imagery 

Home  ■ Bed  & Breakfast  ■ Restaurant  • Retail  ■ Office 
Contractor  & Real  Estate  Portfolios 
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view  my  portfolio  at 

JoyOfLight.com 


Jeanne  B.  Ruiz,  Owner 
2333  Clement  Avenue 
Alameda,  CA  94501 


510  769-6082 
510  769-1374/fax 
ruizlamp®  alamedanet.net 
www. RuizLighting.com 


Tue-Fri:  10-6,  Sat:  noon-4 


CLEARHEART 

Fine  Design  & Building 
Skeeter  Jones 

415-571-5338  106  Coleridge 

Clearheart.org  San  Francisco,  CA  94110 


Tree  Management  Experts 

Consulting  Arborists 
Certified  Arborists 
Certified  Tree  Risk  Assessors 

• Tree  Health  and  Hazards 

• Protection  During  Construction 

• Landscape  Issues  and  New  Plantings 

• Tree  Management  Planning 

• Expert  Witness 


Roy  C.  Leggitt,  III 

31 09  Sacramento  Street 

San  Francisco,  CA  94115 


(415)  921-3610 
Cell  (415)  606-3610 
Fax  (415)  921-7711 
RCL3@mindspring.com 


Consider  joining  The  Victorian 
Alliance  today! 

Visit  www.VictorianAlliance.org 
or  call  (415)  824-2666 


The  Viblorian  Alliance  of fan  francisco 


As  the  current  president  of  The  Victorian  Alliance  and  as  House  Tour  Chair,  we  have  the  privilege  of  welcoming  you  to  this,  our 
most  important  of  fund  raising  events.  We  relish  the  opportunity.  Our  only  regret  is  that  in  the  hustle  and  bustle  of  the  day,  we 
won’t  have  the  opportunity  to  greet  each  of  you  individually  and  personally  extend  to  you  our  hospitality  and  thanks.  That  said, 
we  and  everyone  within  our  all-volunteer  organization  are  thrilled  you  could  make  it  to  Eureka  Valley  on  this  splendid  October 
day.  We  trust  you  will  be  impressed  by  the  unique  and  wonderful  panoply  of  private  homes,  from  the  traditional  to  the  sensitively 
contemporized,  the  restored  to  the  reinterpreted,  never  before  presented  to  the  general  public  in  a house  tour. 


We  know  from  experience  that  our  generous  homeowners  are  eager  to  see  you  through  their  doors,  share  their  stories,  and  have 
you  leave  with  a better  sense  of  their  unique  homes’ rich  histories.  Our  event  couldn’t  happen  without  them  and  couldn’t  happen 
without  you.  For  both  of  you,  we  are  sincerely  grateful.  Welcome — We  do  hope  you  enjoy  yourself  as  you  step  in  and  out  of  our 
city’s  rich  architectural  heritage. 


Very  sincerely, 


4U<ht 


n Allen- Rouman,  President 


ina  Centoni,  House  Tour  Chair 


About  The  'Victorian  Alliance 


The  Victorian  Alliance  of  San  Francisco  was  organized  in  1973  to  promote  preservation  and  restoration.  Our  members  and  guest 
speakers  share  information  on  preservation,  history,  architecture,  and  decorative  arts  at  our  monthly  meetings  as  well  as  in  our 
monthly  bulletin.  We  also  share  helpful  information  on  such  things  as  materials,  techniques,  contractors,  and  artisans  with  those 
wishing  to  restore  their  Victorian  buildings.  We  lobby  and  testify  on  preservation  issues  at  city  and  neighborhood  meetings  and 
reinforce  our  efforts  with  donations  for  neighborhood  projects  dealing  with  restoration  and  preservation.  Most  of  our  financial 
resources  come  from  funds  raised  by  Alliance  activities  such  as  house  tours,  garden  tours  and  garage  sales.  We  are  a volunteer 
organization  with  no  paid  staff  so  almost  all  the  funds  we  raise  are  available  to  support  preservation  and  restoration  projects.  We 
also  present  social  functions  such  as  our  annual  Holiday  Party,  which  has  become  a celebrated  tradition.  We  invite  your  participation 
at  whatever  level  your  interests  and  time  permit.  We  meet  the  last  Wednesday  of  each  month,  except  for  November  and  December. 
Please  call  (415)  824-2666  for  the  location  of  our  next  meeting. 


Jason  Allen-Rouman,  President 
Jim  Warshell,  Vice  President 
Donald  Beilke,  Treasurer 
Mary  Zablotny,  Recording  Secretary 
Kyle  McGuire,  Corresponding  Secretary 
Ron  Fritz,  Membership  Secretary 

The  Victorian  Alliance  of  San  Francisco 

1036  Haight  Street 

San  Francisco,  California  94117 

(415)  824-2666 

victorianalliance.org 


© 2009  The  Victorian  Alliance  of  San  Francisco.  All  rights  reserved. 

Permission  to  reproduce  content  must  be  secured  by  contacting  The  Victorian  Alliance, 
1036  Haight  Street,  San  Francisco,  CA  94117.  www.VictorianAUiance.org 
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4426  20th  ^treet 


Designed  by  architects  William  G.  Copeland 
and  Charles  V.  Pierce,  this  Classical  Revival  residence 
was  built  for  Daniel  J.  Doran  in  1905.  Contractor 
George  Healey  carried  out  its  construction  for  approximately 
$4,000.  Mr.  Doran  was  born  in  England  of  Irish  parents  on 
December  29,  1862.  He  immigrated  to  the  United  States  in 
1884,  marrying  in  1887.  By  the  time  of  the  1910  United  States 
Census  he  was  residing  at  this  address  with  his  wife  Christine, 
their  four  daughters  and  their  three  sons. 

This  residence  is  one  of  the  last  designs  by  the  firm  Copeland  and 
Pierce,  whose  partnership  lasted  from  1889  to  1906.  Its  design 
reflects  that  of  a late  Queen  Anne  row  house  congruent  with 
the  adjacent  buildings.  But  it  also  features  additional  applied 
garlands  beneath  a denticulate  molding  (lying  just  under  the 
roof’s  cornice);  attached  fluted  pilasters  adjacent  to  all  of  the 
window  frames;  Ionic  columns  on  either  side  of  the  entry 
porch;  balustrades  and  bay  windows  mirroring  each  other  on 
both  levels;  and  an  unusual  triangular-framed  round  porthole 
illuminating  the  attic  gable.  All  of  these  details  provide  the 
residence  with  a more  contemporary,  yet  balanced  classical 
appearance  that  indicates  a transitional  phase  between  Queen 
Anne  and  Edwardian.  While  some  of  these  features  may  have 
been  added  by  the  various  owners  of  4426  20th  Street,  they 


soon  became  a hallmark  of  the  Edwardian  Period,  a simpler 
and  more  robust  architectural  style  that  was  in  evidence  in  the 
residential  and  commercial  buildings  throughout  San  Francisco 
by  circa  1905. 

The  gracious  first  floor  interior  displays  a fireplace  with  a fine 
wood  mantel  and  its  original  decorative  tile  facing,  along  with 
the  still-functional  sliding  pocket  doors  that  convert  two  rooms 
into  more  singular  private  and  cozy  spaces.  In  later  years  a series 
of  owners  performed  successive  renovations — developing  the 
attic  into  a legal  living  space,  excavating  and  adding  a garage,  and 
creating  a master  bedroom  suite  and  its  contemporary  bathroom 
with  touches  of  Japanese  taste  and  style.  One  of  the  home’s 
longtime  proprietors  worked  for  the  city’s  cable  car  fine  and  even 
went  so  far  as  to  install  a door  chime  with  the  distinctly  nostalgic 
sound  of  the  cable  car  conductor’s  famous  bell-ringer! 

For  the  exterior,  the  unique  selection  of  multiple  colors  that 
offset  each  other  is  anchored  by  a dark  green  background  that 
is  highlighted  by  pure  white  for  the  trim  and  accented  by  pale 
green,  bright  orange  and  blue. This  may  appear  to  be  an  unlikely 
combination  of  hues  but  somehow  they  all  work  together  to 
enliven  the  fai^ade. 

Because  this  home  is  situated  in  mid-block  and  at  the  crest  of  a 
hill,  there  are  no  other  houses  blocking  its  spectacular  northeast 
views  from  the  rear,  towards  downtown  and  beyond.  Its  other 
hidden  surprise  is  the  verdant  tropical  vegetation,  which  fills 
out  the  lovely  garden. 

House  history  research  and  text  by  Gary  Goss.  Writing  and  editing 
by  Tamara  Hill. 


Would  you  like  to  be  a docent  on 
our  next  house  or  garden  tour? 
Let  us  know.  (415)  824-2666 


Victorian  Home  Walk 

Historical  Walking  Tour 

Jay  Gifford 
Shonna  Sinclair 

j Tours  - 11am  Daily 

; Meet- Union  Square  Phone  415-252-9485 

\ Corner  Powell  & Post  www.victorianwalk.com 
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4421 2°th  ^treet 

Designed  by  architect  John  J.  Clark  and  built  by 
local  contractor  John  A.  McConnell,  this  lovely  1892 
Queen  Anne  row  house  rests  between  two  steep  blocks 
that  undulate  up  and  down  from  Castro  Street.  This  location 
became  more  accessible  when  the  Market  Street  Cable  Railway 
opened  its  line  running  on  Castro  Street  from  Market  to  26th 
Street  through  Eureka  and  Noe  Valleys.  Today  the  house  is 
coveted  both  for  its  history  and  panoramic  downtown  views. 

It  was  builder-contractor  McConnell  who  signed  for  the  water 
connection  on  September  16, 1892,  establishing  Number  4421 
as  one  of  the  first  houses  built  on  the  block.  He  had  been 
active  in  San  Francisco  as  a carpenter  and  builder  since  1883 
and  was  responsible  for  a number  of  other  houses  in  Eureka 
Valley,  including  the  neighboring,  slightly  later  4417  20th  Street, 
4324  20th  Street,  and  probably  also  4328  20th  Street,  as  well 
as  243  Hartford,  and  several  other  homes  in  the  first  block 
of  Eureka.  During  this  time  McConnell  himself  was  also  a 
denizen  of  the  Valley,  residing  on  various  adjacent  streets. 

This  house  presents  several  of  the  signature  details  that 
McConnell  used  on  his  Queen  Anne  style  houses.  The  fa9ade 
is  graced  by  spindle  work  above  a lovely  elliptical  entry — with 
slanted  bay  windows,  bands  of  shingle  work,  and  a gabled  window 
to  illuminate  the  full  attic  (note  the  ‘light  well’  at  the  top  of  the 
stairs,  which  pulls  light  inwards  from  above).  Having  spotted  a 
true  gem,  the  current  owners  brought  out  the  structure’s  unique 
beauty  through  their  selection  of  a distinctive  palette  of  rust  red, 
light  olive  green,  mustard  gold  and  white  hues. 

It  is  not  known  who  may  have  been  the  original  owners,  but  from 
1899  to  1905,  Irish  immigrant  Peter  Flood  lived  in  the  house  with 
his  wife  Annie  and  their  seven  young  children.  Flood  worked  as 
a bartender;  after  the  Quake  of  1906,  he  opened  his  own  bar  on 
Eddy  Street.  It  was  named  the  Oyster  Loaf  Cafe  and  Grill,  for 
that  delicious  Victorian  concoction  which  promised  to  mend 
wounded  hearts — composed  of  toasted  French  bread  spread 
with  melted  butter,  cream,  garlic,  a touch  of  Worcestershire,  salt, 
pepper,  and  plenty  of  oysters.  But  the  Flood  family  moved  just 
as  this  business  was  being  established. 

Beginning  in  1907,  the  house  was  occupied  by  renters  for  the 
next  two  decades.  Residents  included  Canadian  Catherine 
McArron,  the  widow  of  a carriage  maker,  who  took  in  a variety 
of  boarders — from  a bill  collector  to  a butcher — while  living 
here  along  with  her  children,  son  Drummond  and  daughters 
Florence  and  Stephanie. 

Peter  Flood  sold  the  house  in  1908  to  salesman  David  J.  Gorman 
and  wife  Margaret,  but  this  couple  never  lived  in  the  house, 
apparently  just  retaining  it  as  an  investment.  Within  a few 


years,  the  house  again  changed  hands  several  times.  Between 
1911  and  1917,  Australian-born  Alfred  T.  Fawke  and  his  wife 
Grace  rented  the  home  with  their  six  children,  including  Alfred 
Jr.,  who,  like  his  father,  was  a plasterer.  Some  of  the  beautiful 
plaster  motifs  on  the  ceiling  of  the  front  parlor  may  well  have 
been  the  Fawke ’s  own  handiwork. 

It  wasn’t  until  1926  that  the  ownership  and  occupancy  eventually 
settled  down.  William  F.  and  Florence  Hansen  bought  out  the 
interests  of  previous  owners.  It  may  well  have  been  during  the 
Hansens’  residency  that  the  back  porch  was  enclosed  and  an 
inside  bathroom  added.  The  house  remained  in  that  family  until 
son  Frederick  sold  it  in  the  1970s  during  the  early  years  of  the 
Eureka  Valley  revival. 

Much  of  the  interior  remains  intact  and  has  been  restored  to 
its  original  condition.  When  the  current  owners  bought  this 
Queen  Anne  treasure  in  2002,  the  rather  plain  unadorned  rear 
area  was  in  need  of  major  repair,  since  misguided  “improvements’ 
had  walled  in  a porch.  Even  worse,  the  back  wall  and  the  porch 
had  been  severely  damaged  by  seasonal  rains  streaming  down 
from  Twin  Peaks.  Cleverly  modernized  with  French  drains 
and  a new  foundation,  now  the  design  of  the  back  ot  the  house 
creates  a beautiful  flow  between  indoors  and  the  outdoor 
garden  spaces — focused  on  an  exquisite  round  stone  mosaic 
in  the  upper  level  patio — and  updates  an  already  lovely  and 
livable  Queen  Anne  row  house. 

House  history  research  and.  text  hy  Eileen  Keremitsis.  Writing  and 
editing  by  Tamara  Hill. 
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250  HDouglass  foreet: 
“DJbbby  Qlarkes  foolly” 

This  amazing  house  had  an  equally  remarkable  and 
unique  owner/builder.  Designated  in  December  1975  as 
City  Landmark  Number  80,  it  was  obviously  worthy 
of  that  honorable  appointment. 

Alfred  “Nobby”  Clarke  came  to  San  Francisco  from  Ireland  in 
1850.  He  had  tried  his  luck  in  the  Gold  Rush  but  then  found 
a more  lucrative  career  working  as  a stevedore.  He  introduced 
innovative  techniques  for  the  efficient  utilization  of  steam  power 
and  was  handsomely  rewarded  for  his  efforts.  Clark  joined  the 
police  force  in  1856  and  later  rose  in  the  ranks  from  the  job  of 
clerk  to  become  the  city’s  Chief  of  Police.  By  the  time  he  left 
this  well  paid  position  in  1887,  he  had  saved  what  was  then 
considered  to  be  a real  fortune,  amounting  to  $200,000. 


Ever  re-inventing  himself,  “Nobby”  became  a lawyer  and 
reputedly  had  the  most  pending  lawsuits  of  any  attorney  of 
his  era.  During  travels  in  France  he  had  spotted  a chateau  on 
a lake  and  promptly  bought  a copy  of  the  plans  with  which  to 
build  his  “dream  house”  in  San  Francisco. 

Clarke  purchased  seventeen  acres  of  land  on  a steep  slope  in 
the  city’s  Eureka  Valley  section.  He  spent  $100,000  to  build  his 
impressive  mansion — a huge  expenditure  for  any  home  of  that 
period — completing  it  in  1892.  The  style  is  primarily  Queen 
Anne  but  with  other  eclectic  features  such  as  turrets,  gables  and 
quirky  protuberances  that  make  the  house  more  flamboyantly 
noticeable  from  all  sides.  Even  the  shingled  roof  alternates 
scalloped  and  plain  shapes  in  an  interesting  pattern. 

There  is  a gracious  portico  that  welcomes  visitors  at  the  top  of 
the  exterior  entry  steps;  the  spacious  foyer  within  and  the  grand 
staircase  were  meant  to  induce  wonder  and  are  a particularly 
fine  statement  of  what  the  eccentric  owner  wanted  to  achieve. 
The  interior  details  include  fine  paneled  woodwork,  elegant 
fireplaces  and  mantels,  as  well  as  high  quality  stained  glass 
windows  throughout. 

Sadly,  Mr.  Clarke  could  not 
convince  his  wife  to  leave  her 
fashionable  residence  on  Nob 
Hill,  so  she  and  their  son  never 
even  lived  in  the  house  that  he 
had  clearly  created  as  a labor 
of  love  and  imagination  for  his 
family.  By  1904,  the  house  had 
become  the  California  General 
Hospital.  It  was  later  converted 
to  housing  for  the  Standard  Oil 
Company’s  employees.  In  recent 
times,  “Nobby  Clarke’s  Folly” 
has  been  divided  into  fourteen 
apartments — a few  of  which  are 
are  on  view  today — each  with  a 
unique  character,  ranging  from 
grand  salons  to  more  humble  and 
intimate  Parisian  style  garrets  or 
charming,  cozy  garden  studios. 

House  history  research  and  text  by 
Jim  Warshell.  Writing  and  editing 
by  Tamara  Hill. 
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253  C°d'LngW0°d  Street 


This  delightful  residence  was  built  in  1891  for 
Arthur  Josue  for  the  sum  of  $2,553. 

It  was  designed  by  architect  Charles  K.  Kirbyjr.,  in  the 
Queen  Anne  style.  Its  most  prominent  feature  is  an  unusual 
gazebo-like  tower  with  an  open-porch  structure  that  sits  over  a 
bay  window;  the  turret  projects  upwards  and  to  the  right  of  the 
entry  portico  with  a slightly  curved  profile  to  its  conical  witches 
cap  roof.  One  of  the  first  buildings  situated  on  this  block,  it 
originally  presented  itself  as  a small  and  graceful  country  home 
rather  than  as  a grand  city  residence. 

The  junior  Kirby  was  born  in  Boston  in  1871,  moving  with  his 
family  to  San  Francisco  in  1878.  He  trained  with  his  father 
C.K.  Kirby,  Sr.,  and  then  struck  out  on  his  own  professionally 
by  1883.  Unfortunately  he  designed  very  few  buildings  in  the 
City  before  moving  to  Fresno  in  the  early  1900s;  he  retired  in 
1924  and  passed  away  in  1936. 

Owner  Arthur  Josue  was  born  of  German  parents  in  Costa 
Rica  in  1862.  He  arrived  in  the  United  States  in  1881,  became 
a liquor  dealer,  and  was  the  proprietor  of  Granger’s  Saloon 
at  30  California  Street  by  the  time  that  this  residence  was 
constructed.  He  married  Tillie  in  1884  and  resided  in  the  house 
with  their  two  daughters  and  one  son,  according  to  the  United 
States  Census  records  of  1900. 


The  restrained  scale  of  the  modest  exterior  belies  a much  larger 
home  within— now  divided  into  a primary  single  family  home, 
plus  two  lower  units — and  each  opens  onto  private  decks  and 
onto  the  lush  garden  area.  The  main  level  consists  of  a formal 
entry  foyer,  a reconfigured  open-plan  living  room  with  a wood 
burning  fireplace  and  an  adjacent  dining  room  that  reveals  and 
faces  towards  panoramic  downtown  views. The  master  bedroom 
on  the  upper  floor  also  features  a gracious  fireplace  and  a 
modernized  bathroom  with  a soaking  tub  and  a sky-lit  shower. 

The  present  appearance  of  253  Collingwood  Street  is  more 
Colonial  Revival  than  Queen  Anne.  Originally  it  may  not 
have  had  the  shingled  roof  surface;  in  fact,  since  many  recent 
San  Francisco  real  estate  sales  records  erroneously  list  its  date 
of  construction  as  1906,  this  may  point  to  the  time  when  such 
changes  were  made  on  this  home. 

House  history  research  and  text  Gary  Goss.  Writing  and  editing 
by  Tamara  Hill. 
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JANET  MOYER 

Landscaping 


Janet  Moyer 
Landscaping  is  a 
full-service 
landscaping  company 
specializing  in 
sustainable  landscapes 


One  of  the 
“100  Fastest  Growing 
Private  Companies” 
in  the  Bay  Area 
SF  Business  Times, 
October  24,  2008 


Award  winning  design- 
“Outstanding 
Achievement”  Award 
California 

Landscape  Contractors 
Association,  2007  2008 


415-821-3760 

1031  Valencia  Street,  San  Francisco  • jmoyerlandscaping.com 

Landscape  Contractor  License  853919  • Pest  Control  License  36389 
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Zig  when  they  zag. 

. 


When  it  comes  to  real  estate,  following 
the  crowd  is  not  a great  strategy.  With 
low  interest  rates,  low  prices  and  high 
rents,  today's  market  offers  ample 
opportunity.  Whether  you're  hoping 
to  buy  your  first  home  or  break  into 


multi-unit  investing,  Bonnie  has  been 
leading  buyers  and  sellers  to  profit 
for  1 5 years.  Past  clients  swear  by  her, 
and  80%  of  them  now  own  multiple 
properties.  Call  her  before  the  rest  of 
the  herd  figures  it  out. 


REALTOR®.  Top  Producer.  Mentor.  And  yes,  the  Victorian  Specialist. 


Bonnie  Spindler 

The  Victorian  Specialist 


415.474.4445 

bonnie@bonniespindler.com 

www.bonniespindler.com 


EUREKA 


VA  LLEY 


18th  Street 


18th  Street 


This  is  a self-guided  tour.  You  may  visit  the  homes  in  any  order  you  wish.  For  those 
who  need  assistance,  a shuttle  provided  by  Mr.  Toad’s  Tours  of  San  Francisco  will 
circulate  periodically. 

1.  4426  20th  Street 

2.  4421  20th  Street 

3.  250  Douglass  Street:  “Nobby  Clarke’s  Folly” 

4.  253  Collingwood  Street 

5.  4235  20th  Street 

6.  4127  20th  Street 

7.  3976  19th  Street 

Light  refreshments  will  be  served  and  rest  rooms  will  be  available  for  tour  attendees 
at  the  Eureka  Valley  Recreation  Center  at  100  Collingwood  Street. 

please  note:  No  photography  is  allowed  inside  the  homes. 
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^2J5  20th  fSjtreet 


Perched  high  on  20th  Street  is  this  wonderful  Fernando 
Nelson  house,  built  in  1895  in  the  Stick  Style — from 
the  1880s  onward  this  was  a popular  architectural 
choice  for  homes  in  a rapidly  growing  San  Francisco.  It  was 
designed  as  a two-family  residence  and  has  essentially  retained 
this  configuration.  While  there  was  a great  deal  of  residential 
turnover  throughout  its  early  history,  4235  20th  Street  has 
finally  found  devoted  long-term  owners,  which  accounts  for 
its  current  excellent  state  of  preservation,  including  the  just 
recently  completed  exterior  painting  and  new  garage  doors. 

Features  of  the  Stick  Style  include  an  emphasis  on  the  vertical 
as  well  as  three-sided  rectangular  bay  windows,  which  were 
more  economical  to  produce  than  the  previous  decade’s 
five-sided  bays.  Moving  away  from  the  Classical  and  Neo- 
Classical  forms — such  as  columns  and  acanthus  leaves — that 
had  adorned  the  preceding  Italianate  Style,  these  homes 


were  further  enriched  with  mass-produced  but  imaginative 
ornamental  motifs  and  intricate  redwood  trims  that  were 
exuberantly  applied  to  their  straight  structural  fines. 

The  architect  Nelson  designed  and  named  several  signature 
details  for  his  Stick  houses,  contracting  with  Townley  Brothers 
Mills  to  produce  them  in  quantity.  Among  his  favorites  were 
a long  row  of  open-centered  circles  that  he  called  “doughnuts” 
and  a “button  board”  of  circles  on  a raised  plank  that  were  nailed 
plentifully  onto  the  more  standardized  forms  of  windows,  doors 
and  facades.  See  if  you  can  find  these  fanciful  details  here! 

The  first  residents  on  record  are  Heinrich  and  Inge  Hunken, 
German  immigrants  who  inhabited  the  unit  at  Number  4235 
from  1897  to  1905.  The  next  known  owners  were  Frank  and 
Mollie  Halpin  who  lived  in  the  lower  unit  until  1917,  afterwards 
moving  upstairs.  Subsequent  owners  Antonio  and  Elvira  Sernio 
then  sold  the  property  to  David  and  Anna  Langer  in  1927.  After 
only  one  year,  the  Langers  passed  it  on  to  buyer  Percival  Brown, 
who  was  employed  by  the  San  Francisco  Municipal  Railroad. 
But  he  stayed  in  place  for  fully  sixty-four  years,  living  with 
his  aging  mother  and  his  brother  Luther  until  their  respective 
deaths  in  1943  and  1971.  His  sister  Gladys  and  brother-in-law 
Ivan  Wood  occupied  the  upper  unit  with  their  children  until  the 
last  of  the  parents  died  in  1980.  Mr.  Brown  left  the  upper  unit 
vacant  during  his  waning  years,  while  he  resided  alone  in  the 
lower  unit  until  his  demise  in  February  1991  at  the  age  of  92. 

The  heirs  to  the  Brown  estate  were  fortunate  to  pass  on  this 
much  loved  house  to  equally  committed  custodians  of  its  history, 
comforts  and  finer  qualities. The  present  owners  purchased  this 
property  on  a construction  loan  so  that  they  could  accomplish 
the  necessary  updates  without  compromising  the  original 
character  of  the  house;  they  occupy  Number  4235,  the  more 
historically  authentic  of  the  two  units. 

House  history  research  and  text  by  Randall  Laroche  and Jim  Warshell. 
Writing  and  editing  by  Tamara  Hill. 


Do  you  know  of  an  interesting 
venue  for  a monthly  meeting  or 
a compelling  speaker  who’d  like 
to  make  a presentation  to  our 
membership?  We’d  love  to  hear 
from  you.  (415)  824-2666 
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Kit  Haskell 
Gingerbread 

She  drewthe  houses  in  this  Program, 
let  her  draw  yours. 
PersonaJized  Christmas  cards, 
letterheads  or  note  cards... 

Decorative  Paint  Finishes  & Murals 
Wallpaper,  Lin  crust  a,  and 
An aglypta  Installed 

A member  of  the  Victorian  Alliance 

(415)  673-41  16 
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Honoring  oar  <§>an  Francisco  Victorians 


<?77  "V VaCCer  Street/j 


Custom.  Mlllworte  — Doors,  windows,  columi/ts,  corbels 
balusters  , redwood  gutter,  detailed  gingerbread 


M I L L W O RK  S 


www.blueoxmill.com 


800.248.4259 


With  th(Z  ‘Rewrgnee 
They  ftrg  ©usz 

Photography  by  Stephen  Phillips 


13 


4i2j  20  th  ^treet 


Constructed  by  the  prolific  San  Francisco 
builder  Fernando  Nelson,  this  stretch  of  20th  Street 
is  typical  of  Nelson’s  late  19th  century  style.  He 
bought  this  unimproved  land  from  the  City  Development 
Company  and  built  more  than  a dozen  similar  side-by-side 
houses.  During  the  period  when  he  was  building  such  clusters 
of  homes — 4119  to  4141  and  4100  to  4138  20th  Street — he  offered 
exactly  two  choices  for  fa9ades:  either  Type  A or  Type  B. 

Most  of  Nelson’s  Queen  Anne  row  houses  were  built  on 
speculation.  The  original  owner  of  4127 — Selden  Sturges — 
signed  for  the  water  connection  on  August  31, 1898,  according 
to  city  records.  Since  the  transaction  between  Nelson  and 
Sturges  that  secured  his  property  grant  and  deed  was  signed 
October  20th,  almost  six  weeks  after  that  water-tap,  this  would 
clearly  indicate  a more  specific  or  customized  arrangement. 

A schoolteacher  from  Illinois  who  was  born  in  1847,  Selden 
Sturges  became  a Vice  Principal  at  both  John  Swett  and  Everett 
Grammar  Schools.  By  1900,  eight  members  of  the  Sturges 
family  were  living  in  the  home.  He  and  his  wife  Helen  had  been 
married  for  thirty  years  by  the  time  the  house  was  built.  Their 
five  surviving  children  lived  there  with  them,  including  son 
Herbert,  who  first  worked  as  a clerk  at  Union  Iron  Works,  then 
later  with  a realtor;  son  Earl,  a clerk  at  manufacturers’  agent 


firms;  daughter  Eleanor,  a librarian  at  the  Free  Public  Library; 
and  daughters  Alice  and  Ethel,  who  did  not  work  outside  of 
the  home.  Nephew  Louis  Sturges,  a 29-year-old  salesman  at  the 
Emporium  also  resided  with  their  already  large  family.  However, 
for  reasons  unknown,  between  1905  and  1907  the  Sturges  family 
moved  nearby  to  35  Hartford  Street,  which  they  rented. 

Between  1906  and  1915,  the  house  changed  hands  numerous 
times,  often  being  resold  quickly — with  one  widowed  owner, 
Sada  Stubbs,  taking  in  lodgers  before  she  remarried  Hugo 
Schumann.  At  least  through  the  mid-i920S,  the  frequent  and 
rapid  sales  turnovers  indicated  a series  of  investment  buyers 
who  did  not  live  in  the  house  themselves. 

At  some  time  between  1914  and  1928,  what  originally  had  been  a 
single-family  dwelling  was  transformed  into  a two-flat  duplex: 
4127  and  4129  20th  Street.  Given  the  number  of  owners  and 
co-owners  during  this  period,  perhaps  the  transition  occurred 
as  early  as  1915,  when  Henry  and  Anna  Becker  along  with  Niles 
and  Pearl  Linds  purchased  a joint  interest  in  the  property. 

From  1917  to  1920,  German  immigrants  Henry  and  Anna 
Hoppe  rented  the  house  for  their  large  family.  He  and  his 
sons  were  silversmiths.  In  1920  their  household  numbered 
eight  occupants:  the  parents,  two  sons,  one  daughter-in-law, 
and  three  grandchildren. 


Greek  Isles  Opera  Cruise 


Regent  Seven  Seas  "Mariner" 

Tom  Taffel  and  Bill  Repp 

All  Veranda  Suites  ~ 700  Passengers 

Venice,  Dubrovnik,  Corfu,  Katakolon 
Olympia,  Santorini,  Kusadasi 
Mykonos  and  Athens 

Opera  Star 
Ruth  Ann  Swenson 

With  Verdi's 
"La  Traviata" 

In  Venice 

May  14  to  21,  2010 

Special  Reduced  Group  Rate  Air  Fare,  Gratuities 
Wines,  Spirits,  Shipboard  Credit  ALL-INCLUDED 

Tom  Taffel  415.566.7673 

www.TomsGroupCruises.com 

CST 1010972-40 


Your  Hosts 


H 


By  November  1925,  Italian-born  retail  grocer  Marcello  Corini 
and  his  first  wife  Annie  purchased  the  duplex.  At  first  they  lived 
across  the  street  at  4156  20th  Street,  but  by  1928,  they  had  moved 
into  the  flat  at  4129.  After  Marcello  married  a second  time  in 
1932  to  Nora,  the  title  was  transferred  to  her  name.  More  quick 
salts  ensued — but  Nicholas  and  Frances  Stapanoff  then  bought 
the  property,  retaining  it  for  more  than  three  decades.  Finally, 
after  another  series  of  turnovers,  the  current  owners  purchased 
this  home  in  1991  and  have  lovingly  restored  it. 

House  history  research  and  text  by  Eileen  Keremitsis.  Writing  and 
editing  by  Tamara  Hill. 


A Note  on  Fernando  Nelson, 
Eureka  Valley  Builder 

The  builder  of  4127  and  4235  20th  Street  and  several  of 
its  neighboring  houses,  Fernando  Nelson,  was  already  an 
accomplished  and  active  builder  by  the  time  the  Market  Street 
Cable  Railway  line  opened  along  Castro  Street.  Running  from 
Market  Street  up  over  the  hill  to  26th  Street,  this  made  the 
blocks  of  that  steep  area  truly  accessible  for  the  first  time.  The 
son  of  a Danish  carpenter,  Nelson  was  born  in  New  York  in  i860 


Danube  River  Group  Cruise 


Your  Hosts  Tom  Taffel  and  Bill  Repp 

Budhapest  ~ Vienna 
Salzburg  ~ Munich 

Special  Reduced  Rates 

Dinner  Wines  and  Shore  Excursions 
INCLUDED 

May  23-30,  2010 

Two  back-to-back  ultra-luxury  cruises: 
The  Greek  Isles  plus  the  Danube  River 
With  round-trip  air  for  both  cruises 

Cruise  features  A Grand  Opera  In  Vienna 
Rossinis  Litaliana  in  Algeri 

Tom  Taffel  415.566.7673 
www.TomsGroupCmises.com 

CST  1010972-40 


and  moved  to  San  Francisco  with  his  mother,  father  and  sister 
in  the  1870s.  He  built  his  first  home  offered  for  sale  on  30th 
Street  in  1876  when  he  was  only  16  years  old. Together  with  his 
sons,  Nelson  would  eventually  build  several  thousand  houses 
scattered  throughout  many  of  San  Francisco’s  neighborhoods. 

While  he  was  building  4127  20th  Street,  his  family  (Fernando, 
his  first  wife  Julia,  their  teenage  son  Willie — who  already  was 
helping  with  carpentry — along  with  young  Frank,  George, 
Adelia,  and  infant  Joseph)  was  living  in  their  own  spacious 
home  nearby  at  709  Castro  at  20th  Street. 

Fernando  Nelson  houses  were  built  to  be  affordable,  costing 
only  a fraction  of  what  an  individual,  architect-designed  house 
would  entail.  To  make  them  even  more  accessible,  he  often 
sold  his  homes  on  an  installment  plan  to  workingmen  and 
women  such  as  the  schoolteacher  who  originally  purchased 
4127  20th  Street.  The  neighbors  who  also  bought  properties  on 
this  block  included  salesmen,  a bookkeeper,  a master  mariner, 
a dressmaker,  an  express  man,  a bartender  and  a clerk.  Nelson 
did  not  usually  employ  middlemen;  instead,  every  month  he 
would  stop  by  each  of  his  houses  to  collect  the  payments  due 
and  to  record  transactions  in  the  leather  ledger  that  he  always 
carried  with  him. 

Although  he  accommodated  home  buyers  economically  and 
built  quality  houses  that  have  withstood  the  test  of  time, 
Nelsons  advertisement  in  the  San  Francisco  Call  may  have  been 
a little  misleading.  It  claimed:  “I  will  aid  you  in  selecting  and 
perfecting  the  design,  plan  all  the  details,  work  out  all  your  own 
personal  wishes,  gratifying  every  fancy  . . . and  build  your  home 
for  a small  down  payment  and  a balance  the  same  as  rent.”  In 
fact,  these  “details”  were  all  Nelson.  For  inspiration  he  would 
wander  through  the  city’s  well-to-do  neighborhoods,  sketching 
any  ornamentation  that  caught  his  imagination.  Translated 
into  millwork  by  the  Townley  Brothers  (his  favorite  miller) 
for  mass  production,  these  fancies  were  then  nailed  to  the 
faces  of  Nelson-designed  houses  until  the  extensive  inventory 
of  such  trim  was  depleted.  He  would  also  offer  standard  doors, 
windows,  floor  plans  and  fa9ades. 

Biographical  research  and  text  by  Eileen  Keremitsis.  Writing  and 
editing  by  Tamara  Hill. 
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This  distinctive  residence  is  a prime  example 
of  an  emerging  architectural  style  that  might  be  called 
Victorian  Fantasy.  This  approach  does  not  attempt  to 
recreate  an  authentic  Victorian  building;  instead,  it  reinterprets 
its  architectural  elements  and  applies  them  in  an  imaginative 
manner.  The  resultant  design  is  not  meant  to  be  confused  with 
or  considered  as  a veritable  “period”  Victorian — rather,  it  is 
presented  as  an  eclectic  contemporary  adaptation  of  the  more 
typical  elements  of  various  classic  Victorian  styles. 

The  original  home  consisted  of  a one-floor  cottage  with  an  attic 
and  basement  built  for  Alexander  Smith  in  189 7.  The  water 
was  connected  on  April  12th  of  that  year.  Smith  worked  as  a 
bookbinder  employed  by  the  Hicks-Judd  Company.  Born  in 
Scotland  in  1856,  he  had  immigrated  to  the  United  States  in 
1882,  and  shortly  after  his  arrival,  he  married  Evangeline  in  1885. 
By  1900,  the  official  Census  indicated  that  he,  his  wife,  one 
daughter  and  three  sons  resided  at  this  address. 


The  current  owners  purchased  3976  Nineteenth  Street  in  its 
modest  one-story  cottage  form.  That  early  cottage  actually  still 
exists  within  the  shell  of  the  present  expansion.  Many  of  the 
original  interior  details  are  still  intact,  including  the  first  two 
parlors,  a bathroom,  a playroom,  a fireplace  with  its  mantel,  fine 
woodwork  and  the  staircase. 

About  nine  years  ago  the  homeowners  hired  an  artist  and  an 
architect — together  they  embarked  on  a fanciful  transformation. 
Foreseeing  the  need  for  additional  space  for  their  growing 
family,  they  decided  to  enlarge  that  smaller  structure  into  a 
re-imagined  Queen  Anne  Renaissance  mansion.  A garage  was 
added  at  the  basement  level;  then  their  focus  turned  to  the  main 
portion  of  the  house. 

By  2007  the  home’s  present  appearance  began  to  emerge.  It  is 
replete  with  exuberant  wood  trim — a recessed  entry  with  an 
ornate  portico  and  a door  adorned  with  an  oval  stained  glass 
window;  multiple  cornices  and  fancy  moldings  with  egg-and- 
dart  and  swag  patterns;  curvilinear  brackets  (at  its  crest,  one  of 
them  is  emblazoned  with  a foliate  gargoyle-like  mask);  gilded 
double  pilasters,  carved  acorn  knobs  and  lanterns;  bulbous 
pointed  onion  finials  on  each  roof  point;  a gracious  upper 
balcony  with  French  doors;  and  a perforated,  lacy  ironwork 
railing  surmounting  the  front  door.  Completing  the  ornate 
fa£ade  are  bay  windows  and  a rounded  turret  that  is  punctuated 
by  a small  square  stained  glass  panel  and  whimsically  sports  a 
type  of  roof  known  as  a witches  cap. 

The  whole  family  was  enthusiastically  involved  with  the 
design  of  this  house — their  daughter  even  offered  her  special 
request  to  feature  dragons  on  the  exterior,  which  can  now  be 
seen  projecting  from  the  ends  of  the  uppermost  brackets,  just 
beneath  the  turret’s  cornice. 

The  extravagant  multi-hued  color  scheme  reflects  a unique 
modern  palette  of  eggplant-purple,  dove  gray,  mauve  pink  and 
ivory,  with  discrete  but  striking  gold  accents.  It  enhances  all 
of  the  fine  details  and  emphasizes  the  fanciful  variety  of  its 
recesses,  projections  and  sculptural  forms.  To  fully  appreciate 
this  delightful  “Victorian”  confection,  we  are  encouraged  to 
relinquish  any  architectural  purism  that  we  may  harbor! 

House  history  research  and  text  by  Gary  Goss.  Writing  and  editing 
by  Tamara  Hill. 
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Second  Start  House:  Donald  Beilke,  Ann  Brown,  Ron  Brown,  Ron  Fritz 

Refreshments:  Paul  Santens,  Coordinator;  David  Boysel,  Mario  Donoso,  Breanne  Gala,  Sasha  Gala,  Imogene  Gieling,  Tony  Inson, 
James  Lovegren,  Steve  Merlo,  Robert  Pritchard,  Phil  Straus,  Michael  West 
Tour  Shuttle  and  Police  Coverage  Coordination:  Lloyd  Anderson 
Appreciation  Party:  Scott  Sallinger,  Coordinator;  JoAnn  Vandenberg 


The  Victorian  Alliance  would  like  to  thank  San  Francisco  and  Bay  Area  preservation  organizations,  neighborhood  groups, 
art  and  architectural  organizations,  museums,  newspapers,  magazines,  and  neighborhood  publications  as  well  as  individual 
members  and  friends  of  the  Alliance  for  their  timely  and  enthusiastic  efforts  to  publicize  this  year’s  tour. 


^Donors  and  (Contributors 


The  Victorian  Alliance  is  indebted  to  the  following: 

Advertisers 

The  20  o<)  House  Tour  program  advertisers,  many  of  whom  are  longtime  patrons  of  our  annual  tour ; 

for  their  generous  support  and  assistance  in  covering  printing  costs  associated  with  the  tour 
AliotoCentoni  Restoration  and  Development,  Blue  Ox  Millworks, 

Bonnie  Spindler  of  Zephyr  Real  Estate,  Clearheart,  Ian  Berke  Real  Estate, 

Janet  Moyer  Landscaping,  Kilby  Stenkamp  of  Vanguard  Properties, 

Kit  Haskle,  Ruiz  Antique  Lighting,  SJSallinger  Inc., 

Stephen  Phillips  Photography,  Toms  Group  Cruises 

Tree  Management  Experts,  Verna  Shaheen,  Victorian  Home  Walk 

Contributors 

Mr.  Toad’s  Tours  of  San  Francisco  for  providing  the  historic-style  vehicles  and  drivers for  the  shuttle  service 
Jim  Standfield  Catering  for  providing  catering  services 

Donors 

Andrew  Akens,  Terry  and  Jason  Allen-Rouman,  Donald  Beilke,Ann  and  Ron  Brown,  John  Giusti,  Randall  Laroche, 
David  Laudon 


Refreshment  Donors 

Thanks  to  the  donors — including  our  many  members  and  docents — who  have  generously  provided  refreshments for  our  tour  guests 

Docents 

A special  thank  you  to  our  many  docents  who  year  after  year  have  contributed  their  time  to  help  make  the  tour  a success 


Thanks  to  all  others  who  may  have  donated  after  the  publication  of  this  program 


18 


^fZfrceT°^  ° 


\ 


to 


lt]e  Victorian  Alliance 


n 


real  people 
rea I service 
real  style 
real  knowledge 
real  mission 
real  estate 
real  vanguard 

VANGUARD  PROPERTIES 

always  in  the  forefront... 

REAL  KILBY 


Your  Neighborhood  Specialist 

Kilby  Stenkamp 

415.255.6626 

kilby@vanguardsf.com 

415.864.7800  | 800  Haight  Street,  San  Francisco,  CA  94117 
415.321.7000  | 2501  Mission  Street, San  Francisco, CA  94110 
415.621.2668  | 138  South  Van  Ness  Ave.,  San  Francisco,  CA  94103 

www.vanguardsf.com 


